
 

News  ·  Trends  ·  Specials  ·  No 50  Spring  2017  ·  Page 1 
 

   

 

4th Alpine Classic 
Classical Concerts 
with Jack Liebeck in June 
Pages 4 and 5 
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in Grindelwald even better     
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Regular guest week 
More than hiking 
from 7 to 15 October 
Page 3 
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Editorial 
 

D ear Belvedere Guest 
 
Feelings are running high in Grindel-
wald right now. The start of construc-
tion for the new Männlichen 10-man 
gondola lift was planned for the 
spring of 2017 and we were hoping to 
report on the ground-breaking cere-
mony in this edition of the News. But 
despite 70% of voters in the Lütschi-
nen valleys (Grindelwald and Lauter-
brunnen) voting in its favour and de-
spite positive decisions on the part of 
the authorities and even the Federal 
Commission for the Protection of Na-
ture and Cultural Heritage, three 
protesters continue to block the start 
of construction. The constitutional 
state of Switzerland enables individu-
als to delay a regionally important 
and broadly-supported project for an 
indefinite time. While the opponents' 
goal of preventing construction of the 
cableway is far from realistic, the 
longer the delay, the greater the frus-
tration and the higher the cost to in-
vestors.  
 

Despite this unfortunate situation, 
we at the Hotel Belvedere believe in 
the project and in a positive future 
for Grindelwald. To this end we con-
tinue to invest in upgrades, not only 
in room renovations but also in 
changes to our infrastructure. For ex-
ample, we switched from oil heating 
to a district heating network (tele-
heating), and we now plan to install a 
new heat pump that will provide the 
heating for the indoor and outdoor 
pool systems. All these adjustments to 
the heating system alone call for in-
vestments in the region of more than 
half a million Swiss francs: costly in-
vestments that are not directly seen 
or felt by our guests but must never-
theless be funded. To top it all, the 
government has now set an annual 
energy saving target of 3% and re-
quires us to take the necessary steps, 
i.e. make the requisite investments, to 
achieve this target. A state-
authorised engineer is overseeing the 
entire project and helping us seek po-
tential ways of saving energy.  

 

 
 

 
New machines and equipment, for ex-
ample for the kitchen and laundry, 
are one way of cutting energy costs, 
as is installing additional insulation 
and replacing old windows. Besides 
fitting windows with triple glazing in 
the rooms, we will be replacing the 
large window frontage in the lounge 
in the autumn, as well as the under-
side and insulation of the indoor pool 
roof.  

 
Our son Philip is leaving the hotel 

and Grindelwald in the spring. For 
the past year he has been responsible 
for accounting, and during the past 
winter he took over the post of Head 
of Reception from Julia Hönig after 
she became the proud mother of a 
sweet baby girl. Over the next few 
months he will be working at various 
quality hotels to expand his hotel 
management horizons before return-
ing to our hotel for good. Carole, 
who completed her internship at a 
large hotel in Mexico at the begin-
ning of the year, will take over 
Philip's tasks in the spring.  

 
This is good news for us as we look 

forward in a few years' time to hav-
ing more time to devote to our guests 
and to our various hobbies such as 
sport, languages and exploring the 
world. Before all that, however, we 
are in the process of planning for our 
111th anniversary in 2018 and organ-
ising more major renovations. For 
the 111th anniversary we would be 
grateful if you, our guests, could send 
us your stories and tell us about your 
experiences as a Belvedere guest: 
amusing, moving or exciting experi-
ences that we can share with the 
readers of the News. We look forward 
to receiving your stories. Please send 
them to my daughter Carole, at 
carole.hauser@belvedere-grindel-
wald.ch. Many thanks in advance! 

 
The new rooms are proving very 

popular with our guests. Some rooms 
on the fourth floor have been fitted 
with new bathrooms with a shower 
instead of a bathtub, since more and 
more guests prefer this to a bathtub. 
Three of the deluxe corner rooms  

 
 

 
have enough room for both a bathtub 
and a shower. Here, too, the latest bi-
det toilet seats (washlets) have been 
installed.  

 
We are also already thinking about 

the forthcoming autumn. Our regular 
guest week last October was a hit 
with everyone, guests and staff alike. 
We have therefore decided to repeat 
it but in a slightly different format. 
More information is provided below.  

 
We are now hoping for a sun-

soaked summer and look forward to 
welcoming many guests. The Hauser 
family and all our co-hosts all look 
forward to your next visit, whenever 
you decide to return.  
 
Urs-B. Hauser  
 
PS: Due to the above-mentioned ma-
jor renovation work, the hotel will re-
main closed from the end of October 
to mid-December.  
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Loyal guests also come from Switzerland 

Mrs Margrith Hunger –  
50th visit to the Belvedere 
A regular visitor to the Belvedere and to  
Mrs Elsi Hauser in summer and in winter 
 
A cordial aperitif was held in February to celebrate 
the 50th visit of Mrs Margrith Hunger from Greifensee 
on the shores of the beautiful Lake Greifen, some 
15 kilometers outside Zurich, where she has been liv-
ing ever since she first visited the Belvedere with her 
husband, Johann-Peter Hunger. 
 

W hen Mr and Mrs Hunger first decided to get to 
know the Jungfrau region, they chose Grindelwald as a 
base. They wanted a hotel with a sauna, and since the Bel-
vedere had not only a sauna but also an indoor pool, they 
booked their holiday there. 
 

At the aperitif, Mrs Hunger recalled a hike on past visits 
in the company of Fritz Hauser. Fritz thoroughly enjoyed 
this excursion as Mr Hunger, a geologist, had so many 
interesting facts to relate about rock strata, water courses 
etc.  

 

 
Mr and Mrs 

Hunger enjoyed 
extremely active 
holidays, hiking 
and touring for 
hours on end. As 
Mrs Hunger was 
not so keen on 
walks that fea-
tured ladders and 
narrow paths 
clinging to cliff 
faces - such as the 
Bonern trail on the 
Eiger - they always had to avoid hikes that involved such 
passages.  

 
Sadly, Mr Hunger passed away in 2010, but Mrs Hun-

ger continues to come to her «eyrie», as she calls her 
room (the corner room on the 4th floor). Since her first vis-
it, her room has been renovated twice - the second time 
last autumn, when it was completely refitted with new 
floors, walls, windows, bathroom and furniture. Mrs Hun-
ger is now often accompanied by her daughter or her son. 
She is still in close contact with Mrs Elsi Hauser, and the 
two ladies enjoy a warm reunion twice a year. 

 

Elsi Hauser and Margrith Hunger 

A week of friendly encounters with  
well-known faces 

Regular guest week  
from 7 to 15 October 2017 
Autumn is the season for walking 
 
Last year's «30-60-30» celebrations were highly enjoy-
able and proved great fun. For the Hauser family, the 
highlight was the opportunity to be able to welcome 
many loyal guests. So this prompted the Hausers to 
ask themselves: «Why not organise a special week for 
regular guests every year?» 

 

A  week in autumn or perhaps even in spring, in which 
long-standing regular guests and those who want to be-
come long-term regulars can meet and do something to-
gether with the Hauser family. Depending on individual 
preferences, this can be limited to a light-hearted discus-
sion in the foyer, a gentle hike or an interesting excursion 
somewhere close by.  
 

The idea is not to draw up a fixed programme in ad-
vance; rather, depending on the wishes of our guests and 
the weather, a member of the Hauser family will organise 
something suitable and anyone who wants to join in can 
do so. Besides bed and breakfast, half-board will also be 
offered for the week. 
 
The following events are planned for the week: 
 
• Dinner for all on 8 October 

• A relaxed round of discussion in the bar on 9 October 

• A wine tasting session on 12 October 

• Tartar night for tartar fans on 13 October 

• A fondue evening in the Spycher on 14 October 
 
The offer: 
25% discount on bed and breakfast or half-board 
Book your favourite room now! The minimum stay is 
3 nights. The Hauser family looks forward to your regis-
tration. 
 

Golden autumn in Grindelwald 
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Entertaining Belvedere guests for years  
with their music  

Bogdan and Michal  
Sobkowiak from Warsaw 
Father and son, both in a class of their own 
 
Belvedere guests have been enjoying the music of the 
Sobkowiak family for at least 28 years. It started off 
with father Bogdan and his two sons, Michal and Mat-
thias alternating at the Belvedere on a monthly basis. 
After a few years, the trio was reduced to Bogdan and 
his son Michal, and for the past few years Bogdan 
alone has been the regular pianist. 
 

A round 35 
years ago the first 
attempt to engage 
a pianist proved 
unsuccessful, and 
guests were any-
thing but enthusi-
astic. But the next 
attempt, around 
seven years later, 
hit the bulls-eye. 
By a stroke of 
good fortune the 
Hausers got to 
know the Sobko-
wiak family and 
hired them imme-
diately. Up to 
then, Bogdan and 
Matthias had been 
playing in Swit-
zerland's leading 
5-star hotels, and before Bogdan started playing in Swit-
zerland he had performed on stage around the world. One 
of the three Sobkowiaks was always at the piano in the 
Belvedere throughout the summer and winter seasons. 

Very soon, Matthi-
as decided to pur-
sue another career 
in Poland, leaving 
father Bogdan and 
son Michal be-
hind.  
 

After a hotel 
guest from Japan 
«discovered» Mi-
chal and persuad-
ed him to come to 
Japan, that left on-
ly Bogdan, with 
his son Michal 
playing at the Bel-
vedere at most for  

The 4th Alpine Classic, for all fans  
of high-quality classical music 

World-famous musicians  
perform at the Belvedere  
on 16 and 17 June 2017 
In what is now an established tradition,  
under the direction of star violinist and  
regular guest Jack Liebeck 
 
Classical music of the highest calibre, performed by 
Jack Liebeck and his musicians: once more it's well 
worth attending this year. Don't miss this opportunity 
to hear world-class musicians perform in such an inti-
mate setting.  

 
 
 

only two or three weeks over Christmas and New Year. 
Michal has won international Chopin competitions, given 
major concerts in Japan, and now works as a professor of 
music in Tokyo.  

 
Belvedere guests and the Hauser family are delighted 

that the head of the family, Bogdan, will be with them 
again for about two months over the winter, when he will 
be joined from time to time by his wife Maria, a gifted 
artist who paints wonderful pictures.  

Michal Sobkowiak Matthias Sobkowiak Maria Sobkowiak 

Bogdan Sobkowiak 
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J ack Liebeck enjoys a worldwide reputation and nor-
mally performs in famous big orchestras as well as record-
ing film soundtracks, and this year he has brought out a 
new album. His long-held dream of performing classical 
concerts in his beloved Grindelwald, in a completely dif-
ferent environment, will become true for the fourth time 
in June.  
 

Sponsors of the event as well as guests of the Hotel Bel-
vedere will be able to enjoy classical music at the highest  

 
level in a familiar setting, accompanied by a first-class 
gourmet dinner. Another highlight of the Alpine Classic 
Weekend is the friendly get-together of audience and per-
formers after the concert.  

 
This is more than just an opportunity to listen to perfor-

mances of the highest calibre: every time the Hauser fami-
ly speaks to those who attended these concerts, they ex-
press their surprise and delight at being able to experience 
a world-class concert in such a small and intimate setting.  
 
The programme of the 4th Alpine Classic: 
 
Friday, 16 June 2017 

21:00 Classical concert in the hotel after dinner 
 
Saturday, 17 June 2017 

18:30 Aperitif on the hotel terrace or in the lounge 
19:15 3-Course gourmet dinner interspersed with  
 classical music, followed by an after-dinner 
 get-together with the artistes  
 
More information is available on the hotel website, for 
example details of the 2-day Alpine Classic package, 
available from CHF 468 per person in a Standard double 
room (double occupancy). Naturally it is also possible to 
stay only on the Friday or Saturday night.  
 
 
www.belvedere-grindelwald.ch/en/alpine-classic 

 
 

 
The early bird catches the worm 

Early Bird instead of  
Last Minute 
Early-bird offer with 20% discount  
on room and much more 
 
More and more reservations are being made only one 
or two days before the planned arrival date. This 
makes planning increasingly difficult for the hotel. The 
Hauser family is hoping to counteract this trend with 
an Early Bird discount. The Jungfrau Railways have 
the same idea, and are planning to offer Early Bird ski 
passes next year. 
 

I n future, guests who book their stay at the Hotel Belve-
dere in Grindelwald early will benefit from a special 
«Early Bird» price. The attractive offer features a generous 
discount of no less than 20%. 
 
 
 

 
But there are restrictions. To receive this discount, the fol-
lowing conditions must be met: The reservation must be 
made at least 42 days before the arrival date and be paid 
immediately. Reservations cannot be subsequently can-
celled, so it is very important to take out a cancellation 
insurance. Any additional services such as ski pass, hiking 
pass or massages are not subject to the discount. And, as 
always, the Early Bird discount cannot be combined with 
other discounts or special offers.  

 
By the way, the Jungfrau Railways also offer a 20% 

discount on ski passes provided they are reserved and paid 
for directly on the Jungfrau Railways website. 

 
And last but not least, availability is limited: as with 

airlines, the hotel and the Jungfrau Railways offer only a 
limited number of rooms or ski passes at this special rate. 
It may be that, even 60 days before arrival, no more rooms 
or ski passes will be available at the special discount. So 
the earlier you book, the greater your chance of benefiting 
from the offer.  
 
www.belvedere-grindelwald.ch/en/booking  
 

Jack Liebeck 
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«Echo von Grindelwald», «Belvedere News» and «Holiday News»: 
The Belvedere's newspaper over the course of time 
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There are lots of very special places  
in Grindelwald 

The favourite spots  
of the Hauser family  
and their co-hosts 
Whether it's spectacular views or mystical 
spots you're after, seek and you shall find 
 
The Grindelwald valley boasts many special locations 
that trigger special feelings in the eyes of the beholder. 
Depending on the observer and the season, such feel-
ings can range from amazement and wonder to com-
fort, warmth and well-being.  
 

I n this edition of the News, Urs-B. Hauser presents two 
of his favourite spots. Good hikers can reach them with 
ease. One is on top of the Burg. The Burg is the mountain 
you can see from the hotel, and is located behind Bussalp. 
Viewed from the hotel you would be correct in thinking 
that only good mountaineers can reach the peak. It takes 
good climbing skills to get to the top, which looks like a 
thumb. But just next to the peak, at the same height, there 
is a platform which can be reached with ease from behind. 
Even cows graze there.  
 

This uniquely beautiful viewpoint can be reached on 
foot from Bussalp or even from the Bachalpsee and 
Faulhorn direction. Up there the observer can enjoy a tru-
ly outstanding panorama of the entire alpine chain from 
the Wetterhorn to the Schreckhorn, Finsteraarhorn, Eiger, 
Mönch, Jungfrau and even other mountains such as the 
Breithorn, Schilthorn, Gspaltenhorn etc. The entire valley 
stretching from Grindelwald to almost as far as Wil-
derswil lies at your feet, with Schynige Platte almost at 
eye-level height to the west.  

 
 

 
The second place is on the Eiger, just below the tree 

line. The trail is called «Bonern» and leads steeply up-
wards from the glacier gorge, crossing over to Alpiglen at 
the tree line or over the Eiger trail up to the Eiger glacier 
station. Almost at the end of the steep ascent from the 
glacier gorge stands a little hut. Called the Bonern Hut, it 
sits in a mystical forest clearing: a place of stillness and 
reflection where you can lose yourself in your own 
thoughts and truly absorb the enormous energy of the 
mountains and of Nature. 

 
From Alpiglen the trail is relatively easy - unless your 

knees suffer on lengthy steep descents. Otherwise the as-
cent can be made from the glacier gorge. Urs-B. Hauser 
always starts this wonderful hike very early in the morn-
ing and enjoys a delicious breakfast at the end in the Al-
piglen mountain restaurant. Starting down at the glacier 
gorge, you ascend to a platform where ice used to be re-
moved from the lower Grindelwald glacier and transport-
ed to Paris. Several iron hooks in the area bear witness to 
these bygone days. From this platform you can now enjoy 
a splendid view of the village and the First region. At the 
end of this platform there is an impressive view of the 
lower Grindelwald glacier and the Fiescherhörner.  

 
Not far from this is Grindelwald's old marble quarry, 

where marble was still being quarried around 100 years 
ago. Grindelwald marble is extremely attractive, and can 
be admired in the Houses of Parliament in Berne, among 
other locations. The ascent becomes very steep after this 
platform, and it's worthwhile going slowly: on the one 
hand, to save your breath, but on the other hand because 
there's simply so much to admire. The landscape to the 
left and right of the trail is very wild and impressive. For 
example, you can see interesting rock formations and lots 
of plants that never see the sun. This is a fantastic hike, 
especially in the early morning, and a rare opportunity to 
experience a unique world where Mother Nature reigns 
supreme.  
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An attractive book by Grindelwald resident 
Katharina Balmer 

«Als Gletscher noch aus  
Eis waren» 
The Jungfrau region then and now  
 
Katharina Balmer, who grew up in Grindelwald, has 
written a highly informative and interesting book 
about the development of the glacier village of Grin-
delwald. The «then and now» pictures provide clear 
evidence of just how much the environment has 
changed in the valley over the past 150 years. This 
book, in German, can also be purchased from the hotel 
reception desk.  
 

T he following text was copied from Katharina Balmer's 
book with minor amendments by Urs-B. Hauser.  
 
The upper Grindelwald glacier – fascination  
and menace 
The history of the upper Grindelwald glacier is one of 
multiple advances and retreats. After recording its maxi-

mum extent in the 
mid-19th century, 
the upper Grindel-
wald glacier began 
to melt rapidly at 
the end of the 
1850s, losing 
much of its mass 
between then and 
1880. Neverthe-
less, it remained a 
tourist attraction 
and, after increas-
ing slightly in 
mass in the 1880s, 
another huge ad-
vance was record-
ed between 1911 
and 1923. Yet sur-
prisingly, over the 
same period the 
lower glacier ad-
vanced at a far less 
rapid rate.  
 

 
There were times during the first World War when the 

upper glacier grew by an average of 40 centimetres a day. 
The rate of advance attracted not only visitors but also 
numerous glacier experts. But what was a mere attraction 
for sightseers proved a source of anxiety for the valley 
inhabitants. The plethora of articles in the local newspa-
per, «The Grindelwald Echo», shows just how much the 
residents of Grindelwald were concerned about the upper  
 
 

 
glacier's unbridled growth. The minutes of a meeting of 
Grindelwald's Municipal Water Board bear witness to the 
threat posed by the 
fast-growing mass 
of ice. As the doc-
umented incidents 
of damage show, 
the population was 
right to be worried 
about the glacier's 
renewed advance: 

 
1918: Tourist 

barracks de-
stroyed by the 
glacier advance 
and trees knocked 
down. 

 
17 March 1920: 

The advancing 
glacier destroyed 
the concrete 
Milchbach-weg 
bridge over the 
Lütschine. 

 
Fortunately, nothing worse occurred. The growth of the 

upper glacier soon slowed down, and from the mid-1920s 
it began once more to recede. The ice masses melted to 
such an extent that, in 1949, a stairway of 760 steps had to 
be built over the rock spur so that visitors could continue 
to admire the glacier at close quarters. At the beginning of 
the 1960s, after around 35 years of recession, the upper 
glacier suddenly began to advance rapidly, allowing the 
ice cave below the Milchbach chalet to be rebuilt. At the 
end of the 1980s this growth phase came to an end, and 
from 1990 the ice masses abruptly began to melt at an 
alarming rate. Until not so long ago, the glacier had been 
receding by an average of 50 meters a year and had lost an 
enormous amount of mass.  

 

 

The upper Grindelwald glacier around 1885... 

… and around 2000 

The lower Grindelwald glacier then and now 
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Paths less travelled 

Recommended hike in the 
First region 
A highly attractive but somewhat  
challenging hike 
 
In the First region, everyone knows the walk from 
First to Grosse Scheidegg and to Bachalpsee. The long-
er tour to the Faulhorn is also popular and well-
known. But this hiking paradise also offers walks that 
are virtually unknown. Have you ever heard of the 
«Hexensee» or the «Hühnertäli»?  
 

T he proposed hike can start either on First or on Grosse 
Scheidegg. If you start from Grosse Scheidegg, you can 
first enjoy a ride on the post bus up to Grosse Scheidegg. 
The hike begins as a leisurely walk on a mostly flat sec-
tion towards Scheidegg-Oberläger. Heading north, a well-
marked mountain trail leads you through the 
«Wischbääch» Valley and rapidly grows steeper as you 
ascend. In early summer the alpine meadows are a splen-
did sight, bursting with flowers. In the upper section, 
where only a few years ago the blue glacier could be ad-
mired, you cross a snowfield (depending on the season) to 
reach the «Wart».  
 

 
Once at the «Wart», you have a choice: Either carry on 

through the «Hühnertäli», past the small «Hagel» and 
«Hexen» lakes, or climb up the «Wildgärst», which is al-
most as high as the Schwarzhorn. The ascent is worth 
while as you will be rewarded with a wonderful 360° pan-
orama from the top of the Wildgärst. In clear weather, you 
can see all the way from Titlis in the East to the Wildstru-
bel in the West. Back on the Wart, the hike continues in 
the direction of Bachalpsee, from where you once more 
have a choice of going over towards First or down to the 
Waldspitz.  

 

 
Grindelwald is becoming even more attractive 

News from the region 
The choice of activities just got even bigger 
 
The range of offerings for tourists is being massively 
expanded in the First and Männlichen regions. This 
spring the Jungfrau Railways are building a Glider 
from First to Schreckfeld, as an addition to the exist-
ing Flyer. The Cliff Walk behind the First restaurant 
enjoys huge popularity throughout the year. Another 
huge hit with snowboarders in winter is the Fun Park 
behind the Bärgelegg ski lift, which boasts one of the 
largest half-pipes in Europe. The Männlichen side also 
has new attractions on offer. 
 

T he choice of activities for visitors to the First region is 
continually growing. Besides the spectacular hiking re-
gion (summer and winter), guests can choose from other 
attractions. For example, the new Cliff Walk on the rock 
face behind the First restaurant; the zip line Flyer down to 
Schreckfeld; the mountain carts for a fun-filled descent 
from Schreckfeld to Bort; and last but not least, the trotti-
bikes on which you can whiz down to the valley.  
 

Since demand for the Flyer is so high, leading to ever-
longer queues, the Jungfrau Railways are building a 
«Glider» right next to the Flyer (see photo). Perhaps you 
prefer peace and quiet rather than high-tech pursuits? No 
problem, as the First region also offers this in abundance, 
for example at the foot of the Schwarzhorn where, with a 
bit of luck and patience, you can spot marmots and cham-
ois. Beside you will find a special suggestion for a hike.  

 
 
 

Views from Grosse Scheidegg of Grindelwald and the Eiger 
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The new First Glider  

P
h
o

to
: 
J
u
n
g
fr

a
u

b
a

h
n
e

n
 



 

News  ·  Trends  ·  Specials  ·  No 50  Spring  2017  ·  Page 11 
 

   

 

 
A themed trail has been added on the Männlichen side. 

Starting at the top station, it takes you up to the Männli-
chen peak and is highly recommended by Sylvia and Urs 
Hauser. Children visiting the Männlichen playground 
from July onwards will be delighted to find a giant cow 
climbing frame/slide, and now you can ride down to 
Holenstein on the «Summer Gemel», a type of three-
wheeled sled (for details, visit www.summergemel.com). 
 
Take advantage of the Belvedere's special offer for these 
attractions: 
 
• The «Eiger, Mönch and First Adventure» package for 

the First side: 
This includes: 2 nights at the Belvedere and the «First 
Adventure Card» which includes the trip up by cable 
car, and the descent into the valley by First Flyer, 
mountain carts and trottibike. 

 

• «Eiger, Mönch and Männlichen»: the package for the 
Männlichen side includes: 2 nights at the Belvedere in-
cluding a free return trip on the Männlichen lift. 
 

www.belvedere-grindelwald.ch/en/summer-holiday 

 

 

Family holidays in summer 2017 

A long-standing tradition 
At the Hotel Belvedere, children  
up to age 11 stay free 

Families with children are very welcome to visit the 
Belvedere in summer 2017. The various family rooms 
and suites are ideal for families of 3 to 9 persons. Chil-
dren up to age 11 can share their parents' room or a 
family suite free of charge, including breakfast.  
 

T his generous family arrangement is valid throughout 
the summer for at least two adults occupying a room or 
suite.  
 

Unlike beach holidays, family holidays in the moun-
tains offer a great deal of variety. Here are just a few of 
the activities available:  

 
• «Cliff Walk» and marmot information trail on First 
• For adrenalin junkies: the First Flyer or Glider down to 

Schreckfeld 
• For speed lovers: a rapid descent from Schreckfeld to 

Bort by mountain cart 
• Ride down to the valley from Bort on a trottibike 
• The summer «mountain coaster» run on Pfingstegg 

www.pfingstegg.ch 
• Various themed trails from Männlichen  

www.maennlichen.ch 
• Large, very attractive children's playground on Bort 
• Indoor rope park in the Sports Centre, or Jungfraupark 

Interlaken (a good rainy-day option) 
• Tennis outdoors in Grindelwald or indoors in  

Wilderswil and Interlaken 
• Minigolf and golf in Grindelwald (9 practice holes and 

driving range), superb 18-hole course (handicap re-
quired) in Unterseen 

• «Grindelwald4Kids» summer kids' programme 
• Attractive bike tours, for example from Grosse 

Scheidegg to Brienz 

A separate children's bedroom in a family Suite 

The Royal Walk on Männlichen 

P
h
o

to
: 
J
u
n
g
fr

a
u
 R

e
g
io

n
 T

o
u
ri

s
m

 

Draft of the new playground on Männlichen 
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https://www.summergemel.com/
https://www.belvedere-grindelwald.ch/en/summer-holiday
http://www.pfingstegg.ch/index.php/en/
http://www.maennlichen.ch/en/families.html
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Unmissable events  

Event calendar, summer 2017 
Something for everyone  
 
As in previous summers, Grindelwald and the entire 
Jungfrau region offer a wide range of sporting and 
cultural events. For more information, visit the website 
www.grindelwald.ch. 
 

H ere is a selection of events in summer 2017: 
 
June 
• LandArt Festival: 12 to 17 June  

www.landart-grindelwald.ch 
• Alpine Classic: Classical concerts with Jack Liebeck  

at the Hotel Belvedere: 16 and 17 June  
• Oberland Schwingfest (Swiss wrestling) 24 and 25 June  
 
July 
• Alpine Spring Festival on Männlichen: 2 July  
• Yodelling Festival in Bachläger: 2 July 
• Eiger Rock Festival: 7 July  
 

 
 
• Eiger Ultra Trail: 15 and 16 July  
• Traditional Folk Costume Festival on Männlichen:  

30 July 
 
 
August 
• Swiss National Day: 1 August  
• Eiger Bike Challenge: 13 August  
• Inferno Triathlon: 18 and 19 August  
 
 
September 
• Jungfrau Marathon 8 and 9 September  
• Alpine Cheese Festival, Grosse Scheidegg  

and Farmers' Sunday: 16 and 17 September  
• Orienteering World Cup Final: 29 September  

to 1 October 
 
 
October 
• Country Night: 7 October 2017 
• Summer toboggan World Championship:  

14 and 15 October 

 

Start of season on Friday, 15 December 2017 

Preview of winter 2017/18 
Special offers on-line from summer 
 
The 2016/17 winter was very special, at least as far as 
the weather was concerned. The dominant feature was 
the sun, which shone for months in cloudless blue 
skies. Temperatures, on the other hand, were far too 
high. Interestingly, despite the warm weather skiers 
were still enjoying very good piste conditions at the 
end of March. 
 

A s early as the beginning of November, a splendid 
covering of snow coated the valley. Snow conditions were 
ideal and everyone looked forward to a fantastic winter. 
Then the warm Föhn wind, Grindelwald's oldest denizen, 
blew with all its might for 3 days in November, raising the 
temperatures from below zero to plus 20°C. Small won-
der, then, that the valley turned green again. Only in mid-
January, just before the Lauberhorn race, did the next 
snow fall.  
 

Christmas and New Year guests benefited not only 
from the wonderful weather, but also from special condi-
tions. Thanks to artificial snow, the pistes in the ski region 
were open and in good condition, and sledging could also 
be enjoyed on the Grosse Scheidegg. At the same time, 
many summer hiking trails were open. Special rides on 
mountain carts were offered on Bussalp instead of sledg-
ing. In short, guests profited from a combination of winter 
and summer activities.  

 

The Belvedere has changed its prices for the forthcom-
ing winter. In addition to the Early Bird offer (see article 
in this News) there are special prices for the holidays, and 
prices for weekdays have been adjusted to meet demand. 
And in a brand-new move, prices remain unchanged from 
the beginning of January to the end of winter: in other 
words, high-season prices are no longer charged for Feb-
ruary. 

 
Take advantage of the new special prices, and especial-

ly the Early Bird discount. The entire Hauser family and 
all co-hosts look forward to your visit.  

 
www.belvedere-grindelwald.ch/en/winter-holiday 
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https://www.grindelwald.ch/en/
http://www.landart-grindelwald.ch/en/
https://www.belvedere-grindelwald.ch/en/winter-holiday

