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D

ear Belvedere Guest,

after a snow-rich winter, in which we
were able to ski down to the valley
even until Easter at the end of April,
we are looking forward to what will
hopefully be a wonderful sunny summer. This year the hotel once more
remains open all year round, and we
are particularly pleased to note that
the demand for rooms is already up
on previous years.
Should the summer prove a hot
one, we are ready for it as all rooms
are now equipped with Air Cooling
(A/C). Instead of energy-intensive
generators, cold water is used to cool
the air: a highly eco-friendly system.
The new hotel lounge with the
large window front has been very
much admired by our guests. Hotel
lounge is not really the right label, as
this does not do justice to its ambience. That's why we now speak of our
«living room», because the room has
now taken on the appearance of a cosy, home-like living room. The open
access to what is probably the most
beautiful billiard room in the Alps
and to the hotel bar lends a generous
dimension to the entire area. The renovations to the bar itself have been
postponed until November 2019. Our
«living room» now boasts a new attraction as a hotel centrepiece, of
which more later in this News.
Construction of the new VCableway is well under way. The
Männlichen aerial gondola has already been dismantled to make way
for the new 10-person gondola cableway scheduled to go into operation
from December this year. The new lift
will double the capacity, and take skiers up to the Männlichen in 20
minutes: 15 minutes faster than before. You can still reach the Männlichen from Grindelwald this summer
by bus. The new 28-seater tri-cable
gondola to the Eiger Glacier will go
into operation a year later. From
then on, passengers will be able to
enjoy the long descents down into the

valley several times a day since it only takes 15 minutes to get back to the
top again. Skiers coming from Interlaken will get out at the new Vcableway train station, as will all
groups in winter and summer. The
advantage for our guests is that Grindelwald train station will be significantly less busy, and in future you
can board the trains there without
any hassle.
The third generation of the Hauser
family is delighted to see more and
more tasks being taken over by the
fourth generation, as we are becoming completely overwhelmed by the
ultra-fast changes taking place in this
age of digitalisation. Whereas computer programs which only a few
years ago had a useful life of 10 to 20
years, admittedly with regular updates, soon such programs will need
to be replaced by new ones every 2 to
3 years. And administrative tasks
which were simplified by computers
will soon disappear entirely.
So where is the human interaction
in all this? Everything is becoming
more and more depersonalised, even
in hotels. All the information you
need is at your fingertips on your mobile phone; you can make bookings
and place orders, all in the absence
of any direct human contact. Even the
checking in and checking out process
has already been automated by many
hotels, just as it is at airports.
This is exactly where the Hauser
family wants the Belvedere to take a
different, more personal approach:
Exchanging a few words with guests

wherever and whenever possible, and
engaging them in longer conversations if the topic is of particular interest. This is one advantage that small
hotels like ours, and family-run hotels
in particular, have over larger concerns.
With warmest thanks for the privilege of counting you among our
guests, we wish you a wonderful summer and send cordial greetings from
Grindelwald, the most beautiful alpine valley in the world.
Urs-B. Hauser,
family and co-hosts

Combine your love of classical music with your love of
the mountains. The Hauser family and Jack Liebeck
and his musicians offer you the opportunity to enjoy
this highlight in June. So it's well worthwhile visiting
the Hotel Belvedere then.

W

ell-known violinist Jack Liebeck has achieved international fame. Normally he performs only as a soloist
in large orchestras or for film sound tracks. What makes
the friendly, cordial atmosphere at the Belvedere so special is that guests enjoy the opportunity to meet the musicians in person after the concert and chat with them.
More information is available on the hotel website: for
instance, you can reserve a Standard double room for
2 nights including 2 dinners and 2 concerts from only
CHF 498 per person.
www.belvedere-grindelwald.ch/en/alpine-classic

The programme of the 6th Alpine Classic:
Friday, 21 June 2019
21:00 Classical concert in the hotel
Saturday, 22 June 2019
18:30 Drinks on the hotel terrace
or in the «living room»
19:15 Dinner with classical music intervals,
followed by a get-together with the artistes
trasts attractively with the still-snowy peaks of the mountains. All enhanced by the alpine flowers down in the valley. Even if the snow is still lying up at Kleine Scheidegg,
the hiking trails on the First side are normally snow-free,
and the dark-blue gentians are blooming up at Bort.
This is also an ideal time of year to admire the waterfalls in the Lauterbrunnen valley, particularly the Staubbach and the Trümmelbach falls as well as the large waterfall next to the Hotel Giessbach on Lake Brienz.
The Hauser family has the following events planned for
the week (subject to change):
• Welcome drinks on 25 May followed by group dinner
• Pre-dinner wine tasting on 27 May
• Post-dinner cocktails mixed by our barman Hermindo
on 28 May
• A group excursion on 29 May
• Tartare night on 31 May

Up to now, the regular guests' week was held in October. This year, as promised, we have switched to
spring and specifically the week between 25 May and
1 June 2019: a time when, with a little luck, the apple
trees will still be blooming and the valley meadows
ablaze with flowers.

T

he end of May is an especially lovely time for the residents in our valley. The lush green of the meadows con-

The offer for the week from 25 May to 1 June 2019:
25% discount on the room price including half-board (3course dinner), wine tasting, cocktails, tartare night and
excursion guided by a member of the family.
Book your favourite room right now! Minimum stay of
2 nights. A large number of regular guests has already registered: why not join them?
The Hauser family looks forward to your reservation!
Tel: +41 (0)33 888 99 99
E-mail: hotel@belvedere-grindelwald.ch

Arab world, smoky quartz was considered a sign of loyalty and friendship.
Smoky quartz is believed to generate vitality and a positive attitude to life. Yet the gemstone is also believed to
promote calm, perseverance and patience at times of stress
and in difficult situations. It also supports fresh beginnings, since it endows strength and grounds one's sense of
reality, improving the ability to assess situations and identify opportunities and risks accurately. The gemstone's
energy-giving qualities help us to rid ourselves of old value systems, enhancing our life-force and our ability to
move forward.
This magnificent smoky quartz was found by Werner
Schmidt. He lives in Mörel, in the canton of Valais, and
grew up in the alpine village of Reckingen, where as a
young boy he developed a love for the mountains and a
passion for crystals.
Even at the tender age of 11, when he found his first
crystals, he was fascinated by the treasures hidden in the
mountains. Inspired by this, he began mountaineering and
climbing at an early age in order to test his physical and
mental limits.
A crystal weighing more than 200 kilograms now decorates the new hotel «living room». Standing on a granite base, it immediately attracts all eyes. Crystals of
this size can usually only be found in museums and admired behind glass. The crystal on show is a smoky
quartz which was discovered in the Galmi region behind the Finsteraarhorn, in a cleft at more than 3000
meters above sea level.

As his geological hunts became increasingly long, it
became unthinkable to return home in the evening and he

S

cientists now estimate crystals to be 15 to 20 million
years old. When the Alps were formed, tectonic activity
created cracks and cavities inside the rocks. The quartz
crystals form under conditions of temperatures between
300 and 400 degrees Centigrade, in the presence of watery
solutions under high pressure. This is the start of the crystallisation process, and the beginning of an extremely long
history.
Due to the uplift of the mountains over millions of years
and the degradation of the Alps through erosion and glaciers, the cavities slowly make their way to the surface. It is
during this phase that crystals enter a natural process of
destruction. If an amateur geologist with years of experience as a crystal-seeker has the luck to find crystals at the
right moment, they can be saved from natural destruction.
It is up to the knowledgeable finder to remove the crystals
with the greatest of care and with the respect that Nature
deserves and in keeping with the crystal-seeker's code of
honour.
The ancient Greeks believed that smoky quartzes were
full-grown rock crystals made from supercooled ice. The
Romans wore them as a mourning stone, to heal grief, reinforce the will to live and re-awaken a love of life. In the

used to spend the night outdoors. For him this was a magical, exciting and valuable time. With the mountain as his
teacher, his experience grew over the years. In 2007, after
a long and intensive search, he found a crystal cleft that
exceeded all his wildest geological expectations: the socalled «light cleft». It is from this cleft that our 200kilogram smoky quartz comes, which Schmidt brought to
daylight in 2012 after weeks of hard work.
Even after all these years, he still feels the same wonder
at encountering a crystal that he felt on that first day. Behind every crystal in his museum there is a history and a
secret. One of his many magnificent pieces is an 800kilogram «find of the century». His profound gratitude
and respect for the mountain know no bounds.

tory of tourism and mountaineering serves as the cornerstone for the five images that are continually shown on
stage.
The five images feature:
1st Image
The 1830s, when mountains and glaciers attracted the first
tourists and made the valley famous
14 performances will take place between 9 August and
7 September 2019. The unique project with more than
100 people involved, mostly amateur actors from the
valley, is a production about the valley and history of
Grindelwald.

R

esponsible for the event is director and author Jürg
Fankhauser, who has been demonstrating his skills for almost 30 years in numerous theatre productions, including
20 years at the Stadttheater Biel. Well-known Grindelwald
musician Daniel Kandlbauer will be responsible for the
music. Sylvia Hauser is actively involved: as Vice President of the Organising Committee, she is responsible for
seeking sponsors and also has a role in the performance.
The project is a one-off and will be staged exclusively
in the summer of 2019. The soon-to-be 200-year-old his-

2nd Image
The terrible great fire in Grindelwald that destroyed half
the valley in 1892
3rd Image
The dramatic conquest of the North Face of the Eiger
4th Image
The development of mass and ski tourism
5th Image
The rapid melting of the glaciers and how the youth of
Grindelwald view the future.
VIP tickets can be reserved at the Belvedere for CHF 149
per person. These include:
• 3-course dinner (excluding drinks)
• Shuttle to the theatre
• Pre-theatre drinks
• VIP seat and programme
• Give-away
In addition, the Hotel Belvedere offers you a 10% discount on a following overnight stay with breakfast.
Realising such a project is not only time-consuming but
also cost-intensive. Sylvia Hauser, who is responsible for
seeking sponsors, is hoping for broad support from people
who are interested in culture. If you are able to help personally or by recommending other persons or groups who
are prepared to lend a hand, Sylvia would be most grateful
to hear from you. Please contact her directly by email for
sponsorings: shg@belvedere-grindelwald.ch
More information about the play can be found at:
www.jungfrautheater.ch

«...and then there were three». The Hauser family and
restaurant manager Sonya are delighted that Franziska has returned to the Belvedere for the third time.

F

ranziska Böhm came to Grindelwald in December
2007 and worked at the Belvedere for three seasons. She
then moved to the Ticino, but only for one summer. Following her stint in the Ticino, she returned to the Belvedere for another three seasons. In 2011 she took up a new
challenge in an à-la-carte restaurant in Grindelwald.

Nine and a half months ago, she and her partner David
Kutschke became the proud parents of a baby girl, to
whom they gave the pretty name of Lea. And in February
2019, following her maternity leave, Franziska started
working at the Belvedere restaurant again. The Hauser
family welcomes her cordially.

sleeves on trees in the forest. Visitors sit in a harness and
swing through the unique habitat at 8-12 kilometres per
hour. The aim is to enjoy the environment, immerse yourself in the world of forests and return to the start relaxed
and refreshed.»

The new attraction will blow your mind: not so much
an adrenalin rush as a tranquil way of enjoying nature. If everything goes to plan, the system will be in
operation from August 2019.

Up to now there are eight fly-line installations around
the world, but the Pfingstegg system is the first in the
world to incorporate a return lift. It is the only system of
this kind in Switzerland.

T

he announcement on the Pfingstegg website reads as
follows: «The Pfingstegg cableway is planning the construction of a new sustainable tourism attraction: the FlyLine. After a two-year planning and adaptation phase, the
realisation phase has now begun. The Fly-Line is an aerial
zip-line-type system of steel cables attached to wooden

The Pfingstegg Fly-Line starts directly below the top
cable-car station and immediately disappears into the forest. The course meanders through the trees at a height of
around 350 meters above ground. From there, visitors are
brought back to the departure point in a lift specially developed for this project. The installation cannot be seen
from the valley.
www.pfingstegg.ch

A

selection of events scheduled for summer 2019:

May
• Belvedere regular guests' week: 25 May to 1 June
This summer, as always, Grindelwald and the entire
Jungfrau region offer a wide range of sporting and cultural events. More information can be found on the
website www.grindelwald.ch.

June
• Alpine Classic: Classical concerts with Jack Liebeck
at the Hotel Belvedere: 21 and 22 June
• Mountain Spring Festival on Männlichen: 30 June
July
• Summer Sunset Cinema: 4, 11, 18 and 25 July
• Eiger Rock and Folk Festival: 5 and 6 July
• Alpine worship service with Grindelwald Yodelling
Club on Pfingstegg: 6 July
• Yodelling Festival in Bachläger: 7 July
• Eiger Ultra Trail: 19 to 21 July
• Traditional Folk Costume Festival on Männlichen:
28 July
August
• Swiss National Day: 1 August
• Summer Sunset Cinema: 8 August
• Alpenglühen theatre: from 9 August to 7 September
• Eiger Bike Challenge: 11 August
• Inferno Triathlon: 17 August
September
• Farmers' Sunday: 1 September
• Last performance of the Alpenglühen theatre
• Jungfrau Marathon: 7 September
• Alpine Cheese Festival on Grosse Scheidegg:
14 September
October
• Country Night: 5 October
• Grindelwald Market: 7 October

The 1920s: an era characterised by an incredible economic upswing and the belief that it would continue
for ever. Economy, art, science: everything was booming, creating an optimism and lust for life that was reflected in the fashions and lifestyles.

T

his special era will be commemorated at the New
Year's Eve Party on the last evening of the Old Year by
live music, 1920s dress and the dinner.
All the Belvedere team and the Hauser family would be
delighted to see you at this event; especially if you come
in 1920s dress.
The Hauser family offers you three nights including
breakfast buffet, 4-course gourmet dinner with choice of
menu, and the New Year's Eve Party with champagne
aperitive, gala dinner and live music from CHF 937 per
person in a Classic double room Wetterhorn.
Book your favourite room right away. By telephone under the number +41 33 888 99 99, by email to the address
hotel@belvedere-grindelwald.ch or online on the Hotel's
website: www.belvedere-grindelwald.ch/en/booking

World Snow Festival
Between 20 and 25 January 2020, Grindelwald plays host
for the 38th time to the World Snow Festival: the festival
for ice art.
www.worldsnowfestival.com
Right now, next winter may seem be a long way off.
But preparations are already under way, particularly
in the ski region. By far the most important change is
the new Männlichen 10-person gondola, which can
transport twice as many people per hour - i.e. 1'800
instead of 900.

H

ere is a sneak preview of the popular events in the
Jungfrau region and the traditional special Belvedere arrangement including free ski pass.
Free ski pass
If you stay at least three nights at the Belvedere between
Sunday and Friday, we include a free 2-day ski pass for
the Grindelwald and Wengen regions. Details of the offer
will soon be available on the hotel website:
www.belvedere-grindelwald.ch/en/winter-holiday
International Lauberhorn Races
The 90th International Lauberhorn Races will be held
from 17 to 19 January 2020. A visit to the training sessions during the week is especially interesting and worthwhile.
www.lauberhorn.ch

SnowpenAir
The 23rd (and sadly the last) edition of this music festival
up on Kleine Scheidegg at the end of the winter season
will be held on 4 and 5 April 2020.
www.snowpenair.ch

